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Vocational Didactics: An Important Basic Discipline for Vocational
Education Research

ZHAO Zhiqun
(Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875)

Abstract: Vocational education is a unique type of education, and the research on teaching theory with “type
characteristics” of vocational education is of great significance. The vocational didactics, a discipline of “how to
teach persons for industrial occupations”, is the basic subject of vocational education teacher training suggested by
UNESCO. This paper discusses the basic concepts and characteristics of the vocational didactics, and examines the
relevance of the basic principles of general didactics to vocational education. Vocational education should create
more opportunities for learners to learn independently, while maintaining the basic characteristics of learning as a
collective activity of community of practice; it should realize the integration of workplace learning and school
learning, and ensure that learners become the main subject of the teaching—learning process through comprehensive
interdisciplinary learning tasks in different learning places. The development of modern society not only shapes a
new learning paradigm of vocational education, but also endows vocational learning with rich social significance.
How to take into account the development of personality and social needs in high—quality vocational education, is an
important task of vocational didactics research.

Key words: vocational education; type education; vocational didactics; vocational discipline; research on

vocational education.



